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When Jesus returns, God will show His glory. God’s 
glory is anything that shows the wonder and power of 
God. God’s wonder and power will be seen when He  
removes all evil. When Jesus returns, there will be no 
more lying, no more hurting, no more sickness and no 
more tears. Best of all, God will destroy death. God will 
have destroyed everything that brings sadness to the 
people who love Him. What a great celebration it will be!

Today we still face the death of our earthly bodies. 
Depending on your family and life experience, death may 
or may not be a new subject for your child. As much as 
we would like to protect our children from pain or the 
grief of loss, the reality is death is a part of life. How then 
might we understand the potential emotional impact of 
death for a child?

How Your Child May React to Death
There has been considerable research and study on 

reactions of a child to the death of someone close to him. 
An infant is very much in tune with his parent’s emotional 
level. When there is sadness and grieving in a home, it is 
normal for these little ones to respond with anxiety, cling-
ing and numerous physical reactions such as sleeplessness 
or lack of appetite. By age 3, the toddler can transfer the 
idea of someone else’s death to himself. Can I catch it? 
Will I die, too, if I am in the same circumstance as the 
person who died? If I am sick or if our car wrecks or if I 
go swimming, will I die like the other person did? 

Young children do not see death as permanent. They 
may refuse to accept that Grandmother is not coming 
back for another visit. A child can, irrationally or without 
reason, feel guilt or responsibility for another’s death.  
(If I had helped Mom more or if I had played with my 
little brother more or been more obedient, then the death 
would not have happened.) Sadly, this often unexpressed 
idea results in silence as the child tortures himself with 
remorse and self-accusation.

Words that Console
When there is a death in the family or within the 

circle of close family friends, adults struggle for the words 
to explain so children best understand what has happened. 
Because adults feel the pain themselves and feel it yet 
again for the child, they have both an intellectual and 
emotional struggle with words and phrases to explain the 
loss. Sometimes, in attempting to console or lighten the 
harshness of death to children, adults use phrases and  
clichés. These words often do not console but actually 
cause resentment and blame to be turned toward God.

In trying to choose the right words to tell a child of 
a loved one’s death, consider the child’s age and matu-
rity, yet always speak truthfully and simply. When death 
is described as “going to sleep” or “being laid to rest,” 
children do not understand this is a picture thought; they 
can become fearful of natural sleep or rest. Even the 
unbiblical term “passed away” is abstract and clouded in 
meaning to them. Being simple and direct is preferable. 
When someone is no longer alive, he is dead; that is the 
best word to use.

The following is a simple explanation given to chil-
dren in a family when their grandmother died: “We have 
something sad to tell you, children. Grandma has died. 
The part of her body that breathed and moved is not alive 
any longer. But the part of Grandma that trusted Jesus and 
was loving and happy is alive. That part is in heaven with 
Jesus now. Even though we are going to miss her greatly, 
it makes us glad to know Grandma loved God. We are 
thankful Jesus is taking care of her in heaven. Our family 
will always remember how much we loved her and how 
much she loved us.”

Notice the elements of truth that were presented in the 
preceding explanation:

■	 There	is	sadness	at	death.
■	 An	explanation	is	given	of	the	physical	death.
■	 The	aspect	of	eternity	is	reinforced.
■	 Confidence	in	God	is	expressed.
■	 Loving	memories	are	encouraged	so	it	does	not	

seem we are forgetting all the loved one’s life 
meant to us

Attending Funerals 
Should your child attend a funeral service when a 

loved one dies? Each child is different. Talk to your child. 
Explain what will happen and his expected behavior. 
Some, with their questions answered and accompanied by 
an attentive adult, can attend a funeral or graveside service 
where another child might behave very inappropriately, be 
overwhelmed or left with fearful misunderstanding. 

Taking your older child to the funeral home and giv-
ing him an opportunity to see the body of a loved one can 
be a helpful experience. Your child is more prepared when 
you explain what he will see. Ask God to give you insight 
and sensitivity to your child’s needs.

Use Scripture 
For	BSF	children	particularly,	it	is	significant	to	refer	

to what the Bible says about death. BSF children hear 
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each week the Bible is true so they can rely on the sure 
words from God regarding death. Read selected Scriptures 
and talk about them as they apply to the situation. Some 
meaningful verses to read are Psalms 23:4; 116:15;  
John 14:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17; Isaiah 57:1-2; 
Revelation 21:4.

Reaffirmation of Spiritual Truths 
A child is uniquely prepared to be comforted when 

he has already been taught about the loving heavenly 
Father	and	about	the	Lord	Jesus	who	is	in	heaven	making	

a special place for believers who die. Grappling with the 
meaning of death is often a time of spiritual maturing for 
someone who is young. In remembering the death of her 
father, one adult says today, “I knew God was real when I 
was 4 years old. I saw my mother’s faith when my father 
died; I heard her pray; I listened to her read the Bible. Her 
example of trust in God was the best lesson for validating 
the Christian beliefs that I could ever have had.”


